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The Murranji Track, also known as the “Ghost Road of the Drovers”, was pioneered by the famous 
drover Nathaniel Buchanan in 1881, when he drove large mobs of cattle along it. At the time when 
Buchanan travelled the Murranji Track, the Murranji Waterhole was one of the vital sources of water. 
If it was dry, the cattle and horses faced a 110-mile dry stage before reaching the next water source. 
This route was considered horrendous and the worst stock route in the Territory. In one nightmare trip 
across the Track in 1905, one drover died and all but two stockmen deserted the boss drover. Also 
800 cattle and 11 horses died. All together, approximately six people have died around the Murranji 
Waterhole and about 12 others on the whole track while trying to cross it.1  
 
 

 
 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stock_route. Also read Darrell Lewis, Report of the History and Historical Sites of the 
Murranji Stockroute, 1992 and the The Murranji Track:Ghost Road of the Drovers, 2007.  
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1st Day - We were all meeting at the turnoff to Top Springs/Buchanan Road first thing Saturday 

morning 29th. My group had left Darwin early Friday morning and we drove the 650kms to 
Dunmarra to camp for the night.  

 

Avid bird watchers, Brian and Lyn Reid had arrived early Friday afternoon and decided to partake in 
some bird watching at a nearby Dunmarra lagoon. They got quite settled in their positions around 
the lagoon and were having a wonderful time photographing the various birds until a herd of buffalo 
decided to join them. The “head male” thought that Brian and Lyn were worthy of human watching 
and decided to cross the lagoon to get a better look. Understandably, Brian and Lyn decided not to 
faceoff the big buff and they backed out real quick. But not before getting a photo!  

 

 

 

 
 

Lunch on the Katherine River, Low Level on the way to 
Dunmarra. Julie Mastin, Janie Mason & Ruth Kerr 

 

 

 
 
Big boy coming over to join Brian & Lyn.  
Photograph courtesy Brian Reid 

 

 

Most of the group spent the night at Dunmarra while others camped in the nearby bush.  
 
 

 
 
Camping at Dunmarra 
Left: Jan Allen, Alan Mitchell & Craig Bellamy 

 

 
 
Janie Mason & our Queensland regular, Ruth Kerr 
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Janet Leather & Eddie Webber  

 

 
Relaxing at Dunmarra - Brian & Lyn Reid, Fiona Scott & 
Rosemary Chalmers 

 

 
 
Information on Noel Healy’s old 1927 Leyland at 
Dunmarra  

 

 
Remnants of  Healy’s Leyland 

 

 

 
 
Some Dunmarra wonderful “junk”  

 
 

 

 

 
Sign at Dunmarra Roadhouse 
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2nd Day - Saturday morning after meeting at the turn-off, we headed to Hidden Valley cattle station 
and further down stopped at Scobie’s Rockhole. The Rockhole is actually a sink hole (Aboriginal 
well) and it became well known when drover, Dick Scobie started to use it.2   

 
 

 
A group photo taken on the Buchanan Highway 

 

 

 
We meet a road train on the Buchanan and our windows 
wound up so fast. 

 

Photograph courtesy Jared Archibald  

 

 

 

 
Scobie’s Rockhole 
 

 

 
A closer look at Scobie’s Rockhole 

 

Photograph courtesy Jared Archibald  

 

 
 
 
 

 
2 Dick Scobie 1917-2003, grew up on the Birdsville Track and worked at Hidden Valley Station, Cowarie Station, Miranda Station 

near Birdsville and for many years, went droving in the Territory, Queensland, New South Wales and South Australia. He drove stock 

on the Murranji many times and believes that there are nine graves near the Murranji Waterhole and that the Waterhole was haunted.  
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Next stop was at the Murranji Waterhole.  

 
 

 

 
Murranji Waterhole 

 

 

 
A water trough at the Murranji Waterhole, Bev Phelts 

 
 

At the Waterhole, Earl went in search of Scandrett’s Tree which Scandrett had marked in 1926. 
Surveyor Scandrett had measured the Murranji Track in 1914. This was Earl’s lucky third attempt at 
finding the tree.  

 
 

 

 

 
 
The original windmill and tanks at the Murranji Waterhole 
are heritage listed and are still being used.  
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Scandrett’s carved tree. 

Photograph courtesy Craig Bellamy  

 
 
 

 
Scandrett’s carved tree. 

Photograph courtesy Craig Bellamy 
 

 

 
 

Another carved tree at Murranji Waterhole 

Photograph courtesy Craig Bellamy 

 
 

 

Next stop was at No: 11 and No: 12 Bores which are heritage listed.  
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No: 11 Bore 

Jared Archibald climbing up No:11 Bore windmill tower 
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Zillions of very old beer bottles scattered in the area.   
Photograph courtesy Jared Archibald  

 

 
The view from No:11 Bore windmill tower 

Photograph courtesy Jared Archibald  

 
 

 
Water tanks at No: 12 Bore. One tank in particular has a 
lot of graffiti scratched on it from past drovers. It was 
certainly worth the read!  

 

 
No: 12 Bore scenic view 

 

Lunch was at No: 13 Bore, Dungowan Station with herds of cattle intently watching!  

 

 
 

 
Lunch at No:13 Bore.  

Photograph courtesy Rosemary Chalmers 
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The following visits were to Pussycat (No:14) Bore and then to old Illawarra Station. A few of us 
attempted to find any remnants/footings of the old homestead while others took a dip in the creek.  

Some of us camped here for the night while others camped at Top Springs.  

 

 

 

 
 
Illawarra Station creek 

 

 
 

Camp at Top Springs. From left: Craig Bellamy, Jan Allen, 
Alan & Rosemary Chalmers and Alan Mitchell 

 
 

3rd Day - On Sunday our final day, we headed to Percy White’s grave. His gravestone reads: 
“Percival Whight” drove with J H Dolley and died of malaria on 21 March 1931.  

 

 

 

 
 
Percival Whight’s grave  
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Our final stop was at Old Top Springs Store which had provided civilisation to drovers and others 
who crossed the Murranji. The old store is nothing but ruins but it can be seen that it has been used 
since it closed during the 1960s.  At the time the store was operating, it was located at the junction of 
four stock routes. However, the development of the beef roads and the subsequent use of trucks to 
move stock made the store unviable.  The owner, Thelma Hawke, relocated the store to a new site 
on the intersection of two major stock roads (the Buntine and the Buchanan). The Top Springs 
Roadhouse remains there today.  

 
Old Top Springs Store, 1957 
Photograph NT Library 

 
Ruins of old Top Springs Store 

 

 

 
US Army 44 gallon drum 

 
Tiled floor. 
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Photograph courtesy Rosemary Chalmers Photograph courtesy Rosemary Chalmers 

 
 

 
 
 
The Murranji Track was a brilliant trip and the Track not too rough. We saw abundant birdlife and 
wildlife including herds of cattle, pigs and buffalo. It must have been “baby season” as calves, piglets 
and baby buff were rife.  
 

 
 
Thanks 
Big thanks to Earl and Matthew James our wonderful guides – and who undertook two reccie runs to 
make sure our trip would be smooth sailing.   
 
Participants 
 
Earl James, Matthew James, Bev Phelts, Janie Mason, Ruth Kerr, Alan Mitchell, Eddie Webber, 
Janet Leather, Brian & Lyn Reid, Fiona Scott, Julie Mastin, Jan Allen, Craig Bellamy, Jarred 
Archibald, Rosemary & Alan Chalmers. 

 
Mechanical problems - only one flat tyre!  
 

A sad reminder of how harsh the country is, was 
paying homage to “Little Boy Lost” – Clinton Liebelt. 
When eight year old Clinton disappeared from his 
parents Dunmarra Roadhouse in October 1993, it 
sparked the biggest manhunt in Territory history.  
 
Clinton had set off on his motorbike to follow his father 
who was looking for a stray horse. Hundreds of people 
joined the search but it was to end in tragedy.  
 
 
 
Photograph courtesy Craig Bellamy 
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All the photographs, unless otherwise indicated, were provided by Bev Phelts  
 

ITINERARY  
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